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cognition: The Implicit Association Test.

Summary
Explicit and implicit attitude toward to epilepsy in Japan
Hara K., Maehara T., Sumi Y., Matsuura M.

We investigated the explicit and implicit stigma toward epilepsy using IAT (implicit
association test) and self-report questionnaires. We build a set of questionnaires which
developed three items after factor analysis. We named the three items as social isolation
domain, stigma domain and social ability domain. We conducted the questionnaires to 1080
respondents recruited from public though website. Participants have contacted with PWE
(person with epilepsy) showed positive attitude toward PWE in social ability domain. Finally,
we collected data of the questionnaires and IAT from 20 PWE and 19 healthy controls. The
social ability domain and stigma domain were more negative in healthy participants than PWE.
Also, PWE answered that they participated well in social activity, but they felt that the general
public might have a lower estimate of the social ability of PWE. In TATs using refusal/reception
or bad/good as the attribute categories, the association between epilepsy and reception and
good were significantly stronger in PWE than in healthy controls. The results suggest that it
will help reduce the stigma towards PWE enlightening healthy persons and providing an
opportunity of a good quality contact with PWE. Also the effort to bridge the gap may
ameliorate PWE's attitude of social ability.

Ann.Rep.Jpn.Epi.Res.Found. 2015 ; 26 : 91-98
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